Course Title CHINESE HISTORIOGRAPHY

Course Code HST4002

Recommended Study Year 3 or4

No. of Credits/Term 3

Mode of Tuition Sectional

Class Contact Hours 3

Category History Major Elective Category 1
Discipline -

Prerequisite(s) NIL

Co-requisite(s) NIL

Exclusion(s) NIL

Exemption Requirement(s) NIL

Brief Course Description

This course introduces students to the historiographical traditions of China from antiquity to
the imperial period. Students will learn about the major types of historical writings of ancient
China, the context of their production and circulation, and most importantly, how they can be
utilized for historical research. Students will also receive basic instruction in the grammar of
the classical Chinese language. They will read excerpts of various historical works, and learn
the literary conventions of these historiographical texts.

Aims

Students will gain a knowledge of the basic history of historiography of China, from the
antiquity to the imperial period. Moreover, they will have a basic understanding of what
historical sources are available for the study of different historical periods and topics. They
will also acquire functional literacy of the classical Chinese language, so that they will be
able to read different historiographical texts on their own upon completion of the course.

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Explain the basic types of historiographical writings from ancient China from antiquity to
imperial period;

2. Synthesize and evaluate their knowledge of the original production, subsequent
circulation, and limitation of historical writings as historical sources;

3. Apply a functional proficiency in the classical Chinese language to read ancient Chinese
historiographical texts independently.
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Teaching Method

There will be lectures, group discussion, and in-class exercises, in the weekly class meetings.
The lectures and group discussion will provide the broad historical background of the
historiographical sources. The in-class exercises are devoted to the explication of classical
Chinese grammar and translation of historiographical texts into modern Chinese.

Measurement of Learning Qutcomes

1. Weekly assignments: mostly translation exercises of original historical sources (LOs 1, 3)
2. Class participation: attendance and frequent participation in class discussion (LOs 1, 2, 3)
3. Presentation: an extended presentation towards the end of the term on findings of their
final paper (LOs 1, 2, 3)

4. Final paper: a 4000-words essay to delve into a particular historical source and discuss how
it can be used by historians and what it may teach us about the historical period from which it
came (LOs 1, 2, 3)

Assessment

Continuous Assessment: 100%
1. Weekly assignments, 30%
2. Class Participation, 15%

3. Presentation, 15%

4. Final paper, 40%
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Durrant, Stephen, ‘Histories (Shi 5)’, in The Oxford Handbook of Classical Chinese
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York: Oxford University Press, 2017), pp. 184-200
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York ; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015)
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Early China (Albany, UNITED STATES: State University of New York Press, 2017)
<http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/Inhk/detail.action?docID=4983435> [accessed 23
February 2018]

Schaberg, David, A Patterned Past: Form and Thought in Early Chinese Historiography,
Harvard East Asian Monographs, 205 (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Asia Center :
Distributed by Harvard University Press, 2001)
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Boston: Brill, 2005)
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Important Notes:

(1) Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and 6 hours
of personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes.

(2) Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course
work, tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the
Regulations Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind
of dishonest practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without proper
acknowledgement of the source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas, or even
footnotes/citations, whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own work™.
Students are required to strictly follow university regulations governing academic
integrity and honesty.

(3) Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin.

(4) To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on
Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.ln.edu.hk/.




